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EccLss. 12.13. 
Let us hear the concluſion of the whole mat- 


ter; Fear God, and keep his Command- 


ments : for this is the VW hole of man. 


His Book is one of Solomon's Phi- 
loſophical Diſcourſes , containing 
ſuch principal Obſervations a- 
bout Haman Afﬀairs , as are apt to offer 
| themlelvesto the thoughts of every ſeri- | 
ous conſiderate man, eſpecially concern- 


A} ing 


ASermon Pzeached 


ing thoſe things which may more imme- 
diately either promote or hinder our 
Happineſs.. = 

This Text is the Concluſion which he 
inferrs upon the whole 'matter , that 
gubict is the moſt natural reſult of all 

ſach Debates and Enquiries: 

In the former part he had taken into 
conſideration thoſe ſeveral ſtates of life, 
to which men uſually apply them- 
ſelves for Happineſs ; namely, Learning 
and Wiſdom, Mirth and: Pleaſures, Power 
and Greatneſs , Riches and Poſſeſſions : 
Each of which he doth by great varie- 
ty of Arguments prove to be vanity 
and vexation, and altogether inſuffici- 
ent to the End for which they are de- 
ſigned. | 

Then he takes notice of the ſeveral 
Accidents of life, whether they con- 
, cern our Endeavours,' or our Per- 

ſon. 


3. For 


oo £5 MAD. 
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1, For our Endeavours. The moſt 
likely Means are not always effeQual 
for the attaining of their End. The 
utmoſt that Human Councils and Pru- 
dence can provide for, is totake care, 
when they are to contend in a Race, 
| that they be ſwifter than thoſe who 
run againſt them; or when they are to 
fight a Battel, that they be ſtronger 


than thoſe. whom they are to encoun- 


ter. And yet the race is not always 10 Chap. 9. 


the ſwift, nor the Battel to the ſtrong, 
neither yet bread to the wiſe , nor yet ri- 
ches to men of underſtanding, nor- favour 
to men of kill; but time and chance hap- 
pens to them all.(i.c.) There is a ſecret Pro- 
vidence which doth over-rule all thoſe 
worldly eventsin ſfucha manner,asis not 
accountable to Human Reaſon. Even 
amongſt Secular Buſmeſſes, which we are 
apt to think moſt within our reach and 
compals, there is nothing ſo much un- 


der 
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" der the, power. of the wiſeſt Counſels 


and Endeavours , but that the Provi- 
dence of God may interpoſe for the 
diſappointingot it, and render it_ineffe- 
Qual. 


And then for thoſe Accidents to which- 


our Perſons are liable, He obſerves , 


thele three things : 
1. Our obnoxiouſneſs to Pam and 


Sickneſs, which he ſtiles by the names of 


ch.5.17rath and Sorrow ; under which,when 


a man lyes languiſhing, none of his 
W orldly Enjoyments. will fignifie any 
thing to hin; nor will they be ableto 
afford him any ſuch eaſe or help, bat 
that he may be thereby cut off in the 
midſt of bis days, andthen all bis thoughts 


periſh, or elſe waſte away a great part of 


his life with much anguiſh and weari- 
neſs ; and may ſometimes, perhaps, be 
driven to that extremity by noiſome 


and painful Diſeaſes, as to chuſe 
ſtrang- 


UMI 
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ſtrangling and death, rather than life. 
2, If it be ſuppoſed, that by the 
ſtrength and cheerfulneſs of a mans natu- 


ral temper , he ſhould eſcape theſe, and 


live many years, and rejoyce in themall; yet C.11.8 


" | he muſt remember the days of darkneſs, 
| which ſhall be many. (i.c.) Thoſe who 
devote themſelves to continual Mirth 
and Plgaſure, cannot yet avoid the 
thought of their future eſtates, what 
ſhall become of them hereafter , when 
they are to depart out of this World; 
but that the remembrance of this: will 
be often thruſting into their Minds 
when ever they are retired and eri- 
ous. And this being to them a dark 
obſcure condition, concerning their 
well-being in which , they can have no 
reaſonable hopes, mult needs therefore 
be a great damp and allay to all their . 
other Enjoyments. - 

3. But m the third:place: Suppoſe 


B 2 man 
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neſs, and to put the trouble of 2heſe 
thoughts likewiſe far from him; yet 
there is ſomewhat elſe which he cannot 
pofiibly decline, Old Age will unavoi- 
dably ſteal upon him', with all the 1n- 

c. 2.3. firmities of it ; .2yben the grinders ſhall 
be few , and appetite ceaſe ; when thoſe 

whbo look, out of the windows , efhall be 
darkned, "und the keepers of the bowſe 
ſhall tremble : when a man ſhall be- 
come a burden to himſelf, and to his 
Friends; when thoſe of his neareſt rela- 
tion, whom he hath moſt obliged by 
kindneſs, ſhall think it time for him 
C.125.to depart unto his long bome , to creep 
oft the Stage, and make room for ſuc- 
 ceeding Generations; and then, after a 
little Funeral-pomp of the Mowrners 

. going about the ſireets , a man ſhall be 
buried out bf the way, and forgotten: 
c.2.16, For there s no remembrance of }, wiſe, 
more 


2 man fhould be: able to (avoid frck- 
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; | more than of the faol; ſeeing that which 


now 1s, inthe days to come ſhall be forgot- 
ten, Every Generationproducing ſome- 
what which ſeems new.and ſtrange, to 
take up-men's talk and wonder, and 
ro:drown the imemory! of former Per- 
ſors :and-Aftions.:''And-I- appeal ito 
any rational man , _ Whether theſe! are 
not. fome- of the: moſt. material refle- 


Rions that occurr . about |Buman' Af. 


fairs. 
> Now' from. all theſe: premites: put 
together, he-inferrs: this Concluſion in 
the: Text, That to: fear God, and keep 
bis Commanaments , # the Whole of man. 
(i.e.) To be ſerious in the matter of 
Religion , and caretul about: our fu- 
ture ſtates, is that which every con(1- 
derate man, after all his:oqher; diſquiſi- 
tions and experiments, will find to be 
his greateſt intereſt, that which: doth 
moſt of. alb deſerve his: care; and ſtudy. 
B 2 TT here 
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There are theſe 'T'wo' parts in the 
words : | 

1. A Defcriptron of Religion, which 
in the former Clauſe 'is ſaid! to-confiſt 
in fearing God , and keeping bis Command- 
ments. An awtul apprehenſion of the 
Divine Nature, and-an' obedient ſab- 
miſſion to His Will | 

2. A Commendation of | Religion ,- in 

the. latter: Clauſe , 7 b49 45 the Whole of 
man. 

[t is. the ſecond of thefe only, which 
E purpoſe to treat of at this time. - 

In the handling of which , the firſt 
thing to be enquired into, is, What 
is the true import and meaning of this 
phraſe in the Original: Two —1 for. 
the right underſtanding of which, it 
will be proper to conſider the ſeveral | 
ways of expreſſing it in other Tran- 
ſlations. | 


The Septuagint , and the Vugar do 


render 
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render it verbatim, This s All, or. 
Every man. I he*'word Dmty, which is 
ſupplied by our Engliſh , being not in 
the Origimal, or in other Tranſlations. 
T his ought to be the way and courſe of all 
mankind, ſo the T argum. This « the 
ws to which every man is defogned, (0 
the Syriack. T his will be moſt profitable 
and aduantagiows to men, 1o the Arabick. 
Hoc eſt totum hominis , 'T his is the whole 
of man; 1o ſome of our later Inter- 
preters, moſt proper to the ſcope of 
the _ it being an uſual Erallage in 


the Hebrew, T otins univerſalis , pro toto 


integrante , All for Whole. 


So. that according to theſe various 
Interpretationsof the words, they may 
contain in them a three-fold reference: 
To the Eſſence , the Happineſs , the Bu- 
ſineſs of man. 

According to which,the ſenſe of them 
malt; be ,, That Religion , or the fear- 
ng 
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ing of God, and keeping bis: Commands: 
ments, is a matter. of :to_ great conle« 
quence to Human Nature, that 

1. The Effence. or Being ' of. man, 
may be ſaid to contiſt in it. | 

2. The Happineſs or: well-being of: 
wan, doth depend upon it.” - 5 +1 

3. The great Buſaveſs or Duty of 
man, is to be converſant abour it, and 
to labour after it. , ©. LK 

T hele particulars I ſhall endeavour 
to: make out by ſuch clear Principles of 
Reaſon, atteſted to by ſeveral-of the: 
wilelt Heathen Writers, as may be 
enough to ſatisfie any ſerious man who 
is able to underſtand the reaſon and 
conſequence of things, and will but 
attend and conſider. 

1. I begin with the firſt:. Religion 
is of ſo great importance, that the E|- 


ſence of man. may be ſaid to. conſiſt in 


it. Mankind may: be.confidered under 


2 two-fold notion : 1. More 


befoze the KING, 
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1. More Separately, and by it (elf, 


according to that Principle whereby : 


tis conſtituted m fuch a rank of Crea- 
tures. 

2. More Complexly, as joyned in 
Society , for which Man ſeems to be 


naturally. deſigned , and withqut which 


he could not well ſfubfiſt. Now Reli- 
gion will appear to be Eſſential to him 
in both theſe reſpes. 

1. As conlidered Separately, accor- 
ding to thoſe Principles by which he is 
' framed. That which doth conſtitute 
any thing in its Being, and diſtinguiſhir 
from allother things, This is that which 
we call the Form or Eſſence of a thing. 
And this, for the Human Nature, doth 
conſiſt in thoſe very things which are 


"the chief Principles and Foundations 


of Religion; namely, the Appreben- 


ſrons of a Deity, and am Expeation of 


@ ſuture ſtate after this life: Which no 


other 
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other Creature, below Man , doth par- 
- take of ; and which are common to 
all Mankind , notwithſtanding the ut- 
molt endeavours that can be uſed for 


the ſuppreſſing of them. 


As for what is commonly. alledged 


in the behalf of Reaſon, it may be 
obſerved , that in the Actions of many 
Bruit Creatures ,--there are diſcernable 
ſome kind of foot-ſteps, ſome imperfe& 
ſtrictures and degrees of Ratiocination; 
ſuch a natural Sagacity as bears a near 
reſemblance to Reaſon. From whence 
it may follow, that it is not Reaſon 
11 the general, which is the Form of 
Human Nature; But Reaſon as it is 
determined to Actions of Religion , of 
which-we do not find the leaſt ſigns or 
degrees in Eruits. Man being theonly 
Creature in this viſible World , that is 
formed with-a Capacity of  worſhip- 
ping and enjoying his Maker. Nor is 
this 
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this any new . Opinion , bur ſach asſe- 
veral of the Ancient Writers , Philo- 
ſophers , Orators , Poets , have atteſted 
ro, Who make this Notion of a Deity, 
and Adoration of Him, to be the 
true difference betwixt Man and 
Beaſt. 

Plutarch aflerts it to hw a very im- 
proper thing to own ſuch for Men, 
who do not acknowledg and adore the 
Deity. And in another place, he af- 
firms, Irreligion'. to. be a., kind of Stu- 
por, whereby Men are. deprived of 
their Senſes. 


Sor Tully : Ex tot generibus., nullum v. Leg 


f iti &. Amonglt all the living © * 
reatures that are in the World, there 
is none but Man that hath any noti- 
on of a Deity ; and amongſt Man- 
kind, there is no Nation ſo wild 
and barbarous, but pretends to ſome 


Religion. 
U And 
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And in - another place, Oui banc 
bominem- dixerit ? &. Why ſhould 
ſuch a one be accounted a Man, who, 
by what he fees in the World, is not 
convinced of a Deity, and a Provi- 
dence, and of that adoration he owes 
' to it? Of the ſameſenſe is that of the 
Satyriſt, who ſpeaking of Religion, 
ſays this of it: | D WIE 


# % ” % 


Fuvenal. Separ at bec nos } ut 
v.15: Agrege Brntorum, 2tq; ideo venerabile ſolt 


Sortitt ingenium diumorumg; capaces. 


'Tis- this ( faith he)that doth*diſtin- 
guh us from Brute Creatures, "'Fhat 
we have Souls capable of Divine Im- 
preſſions. | 

So that, by what hath been ſaid, 'it 
ſhould appear , that the Definition of 
Man may be rendered as well by. the 
Difference of Rehgioſum , as Rationale: 
As 


UN 
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As for that Inconyenience- which ſome 
may obje, That Atheiſtical and Pro- 
phane perſons will be hereby excluded: 
Why fo they are by the other Differ- 
erice likewiſe ; ſuch perſons having no 
| juſt pretence to Reaſon , who renounce 


Religion: and it were well, if they . 


might not only be reckoned amonglt 
Beaſts ( as they are by the Pſalms, 
where he ſtiles them Brutiſh:_), but dri- 
ven out amongft them likewiſe, and 
baniſhed from all Human Society , as 
being publike Peſts, and Milſchiets of 
Mankind, ſuch as would debafſe the 
Nobility of our Natures, to the con- 
dition of Brute Creatures, and there- 
fore are fit only to live amongſt them. 
Which brings me to the 

24 Confideration of Man as a So- 
ciable Creature. Religion is eſſental to 


him in this reſpe& allo , as being the . 


fureſt Bond to tye men up to thoſe 
C 2 reſpeQive 
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reſpeRtive duties rowards one another, 
without which Government and Socie- 
ry could not ſubfiſt. 

There is a remarkable paſſage in'Plu- 
tarch to this purpoſe , where he ſtiles 
Religion , the Cement of all Communi- 
ties, and the chief Baſes of all Legiſla- 
tive Power, And in another place he 

azaint ſays, T hat 'tis much more eaſie to build 

c- a City in the open air , without any 
ground to found it upon, than to 
eſtabliſh a Government without Reli- 
gion. A City (ſaith he) may make ſome 
ſhift to ſubſeſt without Walls, Schools, 
T heaters, Houſes ; nay, without- Mo- 
ney , but not without Religon. 

If it were not for this notion of- a 
Deity, and thoſe natural impreſſions 
which we have concerning Juſtice and 
Probity , fo neceſſary for the conſer- 

. vation of Human Society; inſtead - of 
thoſe well-ordered Governments and 


Cities 
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Cities which' are now -in the World, 
Mankind muſt have lived either wild 
and ſolitary in Caves and Dens, like 
Savage Beaſts; or-- elſe in Troops of 
Robbers, ſubfiſting upon the - ſpoile 
and rapine of ſuch as. were weaker 
than themſelves: 


Pietate ſublata,, fides etiam, &*- S0-#. Pe 


cietas bumani generis , &* una excellenti[- 
fima virtus Juſtitia tollitur, - (aith Tully. 
Take but away-the awe of Religion, 
and-all that Fidelity and Juſtice, ſo 
neceſſary fot the keeping up of Human 
Society , muſtptrifly with ie. 
'Tis-rhis fear of 'a Deity, and the 
ſenſs.of 'ogroblipation: to Him, thar 
is the only, effeual' means to reſtrain 
Men within the bounds of ' Duty. A nd 
were. this wholly - extinguiſhed } there . 
would follow ſuch wild Diſorders and 
Extravagancies amongſt men, as would 
not. leave ſo: much as the face or lea(t 
ſhadow. 
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LL Bacon 
Eſſays. 


ſhadow-'of. Vircue or, Honeſty in_the 
World : There being no king of Vice 
which men would not abandon them- 
{elves unto, conſidering the impera< 
oulnels of their own' natural appetites, 
and the power of external temptati- 


ons, were this reſtraint from Religion - 


once remayed or aboliſhed, 


The two chief Qppoſites to Reli- - 


gion , are; Prophaneſs and ' Superſtition. 
Both which, axe prejudicial ro Civil 
Government: The'one by . deſtroying 
Conſcience, the {trongeſt. obligation 
to Political Daties':'-The other by per- 
verting and abuſing it; introducing in 
the ſtead of it , a new. Prinaem Mobile, 
which raviſheth the . Spheres' of Go- 
vernment, and puts them into a pre- 
ternatural courſe, -as a Noble Author 
hath elegantly expreſſed it. 

The two grand Relations that con- 


cern Society , are Government and Sub- 


jettion. 


UM 
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jeHiom. And HTrreligion doth indiſpole 
men for both thele. | 

x: For Government. Without Re: 
ligion, Magiſtrates will loſe that Cou- 
rage and Confidence belonging to their 
ſtations,” which they cannot” ſo well 
exett in puniſhing the offences of o- 
thers, when they are guilty of the 
ſame or the like themſelves: Thoſe that 
fit on the T hrone of Judgment”, ſhouldbe 


able to ſcatter away evil+ with their 


eyes , as * Solomon ſpeaks';* Prov! 39. 8. 
By their very preſence' and 'Took, to 
ſtrike an; awe _upon- offenders. Which 
will not beſo eafily done; if they ſhould 
lye under the! ſame gutt themſelves, 
Sine Eonitate nlla Majeſtzs, ſaith Se- 
neca: Fhe very' nature of Majeſty 
doth denote'Goodttſs as well as Power. 
And without this, Governours may 
eaſily loſe that Reverence' which js due 
to ther from others; and conſequently 

. that 


- 
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they. may "Liminiſh in cheir Power. 
And though they ſhould be able to 
keep men-under as. to theix Bodies and 
Eſtates, yer- will | they decline © as. to 
that awful love and reverence whereby 
they ſhould. ſway, over .the Hearts. and 
AfﬀeRions of men. + 
cxp.rz.\ The Philoſapher in the fift Book of 
his Politicks, doth lay it. down as a ryle 
for Magiſtrates, - That they mult . be 
careful to grve ublike teſtimonies of 
their being Teligious and deyout; for 
which he gives this double reaſon; Be: 
cauſe the people will be leſs ſubje& to 
entertain any jealouſie or ſuſpition of 
ſuffering injury from luch whom they be- 
lieve to be religious. And withall, they 
will be leſs ſubje& to attempt the Do- 
ing of injury againſt {ach ; as knowing, 
that 
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that good Magiſtrates are after a more 
eſpecial manner under the Divine Fa- 
vour and ProteQtion, having God to 
fight with them, and for them. 

2. The want of Religion will in- 
diſpoſe men for the-condition of Sub- 
jets, and render them looſe and un- 


ſable in thoſe duties of obedience and 


ſubmiſſion required to that ſtate. How 
can it be expected from that man who 


dares affront and deſpiſe God Him- 
felt, that he ſhould have :any hearty 


reverence for His Deputies and Vice- - 


| n= Thoſe who are deſtitute of 


eligion and Conſcience, as they are 
not to. be«ruſted in any ordinary pri- 
vate duty towards thoſe with whom 
they converſe, much leſs can they be 
uſeful in any ſuch extraordipary Adtion, 
whereby the publike welfare is to be 


promoted. Where there are no ſeeds of 


Piety and Virtue, there can be no- 


D thing 
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thing of Honour-or Magnanimity. 
He that is ſubje& anly upon the ac- 
count of Wrath , and the pawer of the 
Sword which « over bim, will beno lon- 
* 'gerſo, when he hath an opportunity of 
eſcaping or refiſting that Power. Nor 
is there any poſſible way to ſecure men 
In their quiet ſubje&ion andobedience, 
but by their being obliged for Conſci- 
ence ſake. And therefore ſuch kind of 
perſons, as by their open prophaneſs 
and contempt of Religion, do endea- 
vour to deſtroy Conſcience from a- 
monglt men', .may juſtly be eſteemed 
as the worſt kind of Seditious Perſons, 
and moſt pernicious to. Ciwml Govern- 
ment. | 
Whatever Diſputes have been rai- 
ſed concerning the lawfulnels of puniſh- 
ing men for their diſſenting Conſcien- 
ces in matters of Relwion; yet never 


any man queſtioned the lawfulneſs of 
| puniſh - 
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niſhing men for their prophaneſsand 
CN of all Religion. Such men 
as renounce Conſcience, cannot pre- 
tend that they ſuffer for it. And cer- 
tainly this Vice doth upon many ac- 
counts deſerve the greateſt ſeverity of 
Laws, as being in its own nature de- 
ſtrudive of the very Principles of Go- 
vernment, and the Peace of all Human 


Societies : Beſides the Miſchiefs conſe- 
quent upon it from Divine Vengeance. 


is juſt reaſon to inferr the truth of this 
Propoſition, That Religion is totunr 
hommws in this firſt ſenſe , as it referrs 
to the Eſſence of Man conſidered either 
Separately , or as a Member of Society. 

2. Tis ſo likewiſe with reſpe& to 
the Happmeſs and well-being of Man. 
That is properly faid to be the . chict 


End or Happincſs of a thing, which - 


doth raiſe its nature to the utmolt per- 
D 2 - feftion 


So that upon all theſe accounts, there 
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| capable of. And whereas Senſ1rve Crea- 


fe&tion, of which it is capable according 
ro its rank and kind. So the chief good 
belonging to a Vegetable or Plant, is 
ro grow upto a ſtate of maturity, tq 
continue to its natural period, and to 
propagate its Kind , which is the ut- 
moſt perte&ion that kind of Being is 


tures, beſides thoſe things which are 
common to them with Plants, have 
likewiſe ſuch faculties , whereby they 
are able to apprehend external objed, 
and to receive pain or pleaſure from. 
them : Therefore the Happineſs proper 
to them , muſt conſiſt in the PerteQtion 
of theſe Faculties, namely , in ſenſible 
pleaſures, the enjoying of ſuch things 
as may be grateful to their ſences. But | 
now Mankind, (it we will allow it to 

be a diftin& rank of Creatures ſuperior 
to Brutes) being endowed with ſuch 
Faculties, whereby 'tis made capable 
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of Apprehending a Deity , and of cx- 


peCting a future ſtate after this lite ; Ic 
will hence follow, That the proper 
happineſs of man muſt conſiſt in the 
perteQting of this Faculty ; namely, in 
fuch a ſtate as may reconcile him to 
the Divine Favour, and afford him 
the beſt aſlurance of a, bleſſed Immor- 
tality hereafter. Which nothing elle 
but Religion can ſo much as pretend 
to. And that this is molt agreeable to- 
Natural Light, may appear, from the 
Teſtimonies of feveral of the wilcſt 
Heathens,, Pythagorns, Plato, Epifletis, 
&c. who aflert a Man's Happynels, or 
chief End, to conſiſt in a likeneſs or 
reſemblance to the Divine Nature, In 
following of Gbd , Endeavouring . to 
imitate Him whom we worſhip; which 
are but ſeveral deſcriptions of Religion, 
"Tis true indeed , the nature of Man, 
by reaſon of thoſe other Capacities, 
| COM 
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 common.to him: with Plants and Brates, | ki 
may dJtand in -need of feveral other | ni 
things, to render his condition plea- | fv 
{ant and comfortable m this World, as p 
Health, Riches, Reputation, Safety, &c. 


Now herein is the great advantage of | tt 
Religion, that beſides the principal | 
work which it doth for us, in ſecuring || 
our fature' Eſtates in the other World; |: 
Ic is likewiſe the moſt effeRual means to | 
promote our happineſs in this World; |1 
and that not only Morally, upon ac- |t 
count of that Reward which Virtuous || 
Actions do entitle a man unto from a |! 
juſt andea wiſe Providence; But Na- || 
turally alſo, by reafon of that Phyſical |: 
efficacy, which the Duties of Religion |: 
have in procuring for bs each of thoſe | 
things, wherein our Temporal Happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt; in promoting the 
welfare not only of particular perſons, 


but of publike Communities , of Man- 
| | kind 
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kind in general, and of the whole U- 


oppor: our ſelves in a capacity of ca- 
it 
Terms upon *which we would ſubmir 
to-his Government, and to chuſe the 
Laws we would be bound to. obſerve, 
It were not poſlible for us, to-make any. 
Propoſals, which upon all: accounts 
ſhould be more advantagious toour own: 
Intereſts, than thoſe very Conditions, 
to which we are obliged by the rules of: 
Religion and Virtue. And herein doth: 
the reaſonableneſs. of Religion, and'the: 
Beauty, and Wiſdbm of Providence 
moſt eminently appear towards Man- 
kind,in governing us by ſuch Laws as do, 
moſt apparently tend to the perfeRing: 
of our — room, andin making that on- 
ly to be our Duty,which is our Intereſt. 

2: Religion-is T orum bominis , with: 


reſpe&. to the chief Buſoneſs and Duty: 


aft 


wverſe. Infomuch, that if we could 


lating with God, concerning. the: , 
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- World. That General calling to whtich 


of, Man, that which he ought to be 
moſt intent upon, and converſant 
about, as to his Employment-in this 


every man of what rafik or quality 
{oever is to be engaged. Men are di- 
{tributed under other particular callings, 
according as thar Education, Abili- 
ties, Friends, and ſeveral Opportuoi- 
ties, do diſpoſe of them. But the ob- 
ligation of Religion, being of univer- 
{al concernment, doth extend to all 
and every particular, there being none 
exempted from it. Hoc eſt omnis homo, 
Every man is concerned in it. And it 
is T otum bominss likewiſe ; Tis his cal- 
ling, the chief buſineſs about which he 
is to be employed. 
| I donot ay, that a man's thoughts 
are always to be taken up about the 


immediate Acts of Religion, any more| 


than a T raveller is always to have his 
mind 


UN 
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mind aRually fixed upon the thought 
of his journey's 'end. This would be 
mconfiſtent with the infirmity of our 
natures, and the neceſſity of our con- 
ditions in this World. But yet , as he 
that is upon a journey , doth ſo order 
all his Particular Motions , as may be 


-| moſt conducible to his General End; fo 
-| ſhould men babitualy, though they can- 


not aFGually,in every affair have reſpeQ to 


r-| their-chief End, fo as to obſerve all the 


duties of Religion, and never to allow 
themſelves in any thing againſt the rules 
of it. And he that hath this care conti- 
nually upon his mind, ( though he be 


-| but a Secular perſon) may properly be 


ſaid to make Religion his Buſzneſs. 
The Wiſe man, in the beginning of 
this Book , had propoſed it as his grand 


Query to be diſcuſſed, to find out what ch... 


was that good for the ſons of men, which 
they ſbould do under the Heavens, all the 
E days 


—_— 
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Mbrel.1 riſtotle to this purpoſe , where he ſtates 


days of their lives. (i.e.) What was the 
chief employment or buſineſs, which 
they ſhould apply themſelves to in this 
World. And here in the Text he aſ- 
ferts it to be the buſinels of Religion, 
Fearing God , and keeping bis Command- 
ments: Suitable to that Precept of Mo- 
ſes, Deut. 10.12. And now, O Iſrael, 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to. walk 
in bis ways, and to ſerve the Lord thy 
God, and keep bis Commandments: And 
the Prafiſe of St. Paul, who made this 
his daily exerciſe , to keep his Conſcience 
void of offence , both towards God , and 
towards men. 
To the Reaſonableneſs of this, ſeve- 
ral of the wiſeſt Heathens have atteſt- 
ed. Thats a remarkable paſſage in A- 


"that to be the moſt deſirable proporti- 
on of all Worldly Felicities and En- 


joyments, 
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joyments, which is moſt conſiſtent with 
men's devoting themſelves to the buſinels 
of Religion: And that to be either too 
much or too little of Wealth, or Ho- 
nour, or Power, &c. whereby men are 
hindred in their meditating upon God, 
or their worſhipping of him. 


So Epiffetws, dilcourling concerning y;,,. 
the work and buſineſs he was deſigned *-*- 


to, hath this paſſage: If I had been 
madea Nightingale or a Swan, I ſhould 
haveemployed thetime of my lifein ſuch 
a way as is ſuitable to the conditions of 
thoſe Creatures: But being made a Man, 
capable of ſerving and worſhipping that 
God from whom I had my Being , 'ris 
but reaſon that 1 ſhould apply my (elf 
to this , as being my proper work and 
buſineſs : wr wr 14s. And therefore 
hereunto will I devote my (elf, as be- 
ing the chief Employment to which I 
am delipned. | 

SY Se 
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Lib. 8. So Antoginuws:* Every thing ( faith 
he) is defigned for ſome kind of work. | 
Beaſts and Plants, the Sun and Starrs, 
ng, And what do you conceive 
your buſineſs to be ? Senſual pleaſures? 
Bethink your felt a little better , whe- 
ther this be ſuitable to the nobility of 
your nature, and thoſe excellent fa- 
culties with which you are endowed ? 
Men afually apply themſelves to that 
as their chief buſinels , which may quit 
coſt and be worth their labour,by which 
their Intereſt is moſt promoted. And 
there is nothing can be more reaſona- 
ble, than for that to be the chief bu- 
fineſs of a man's life, which is the chief 
end of his Being. Which is the third 
thing I propoſed to ſpeak to. 
I crave leave to-mention-two Inferen- 
ces very briefly by way of Applicati- 
on, and I have done. 


Tf this be fo, thatReligion. is of ſo 
oreat 
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great Importance, that it may be ſti- 


« | Jed the Whole of man, with reference 


to all thoſe things that are of greateſt 
moment, The Eſſence, the Happineſs, 
the Buſzneſs of Man : 

1. What Monſters of Folly, and 
Madneſs, and Contradicon, mult thoſe 
men be, who do upon this account put 
a greater value upon themlelves, as be- 
ing more learned, and wile, and better 
than others , becauſe they can.contemn 


and. deſpiſe Religion? Certainly, by all * 


the Laws of God and Men, fuch Mil- 
creants ought to be rendered moſt vile 
and contemptible themſelves. 'T heir 
Diſcourſes ought not to be liſtned un- 
to without nauſeouſnels and dereſtati- 
on. Their Perfons ſhould be uſed as 
the Lepers were under the Law, whoſe 
company every one was obliged to: a+ 
void, as bcing unclean infeQtious per- 
ſons. And perhaps this, might be one 
good. 
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good way, if not of Curing them- 
lelves, yet of hindring their Miſchiefs 
vpon others, when they ſhould find | * 
themſelves abhorred and abandoned by | 

j 


all ſober men. 

2. How dear ſhould the Concern- 
ments of Religion be to every one of 
us. How ſerious ſhould we be in the 
Profeſſion and PraQiſe of it our ſelves. 
How zealous in promoting the Honour 
and the Power of it amongſt others. 

* The things of this World are full of 
uncertainty , andof ſhort continuance. 
When a few days are paſt , we muſt all of 
5 go tothe place whence we ſhall not re- 
turn, And when we come to dye, no- 
thing then will be of any advantage to 
us, but Religion , T be teſtimony of our 
Conſciences , that in ſimplicity and godly 
ſmcerity , we have had our Converſation 
in this world. Upon which we ma 
confidently expe , that there 3s laid up 


for 
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= for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs , which 
the Lord the Righteouns Fudg , will give 
unto us at the day of bis Appearance; when 
He ſhall come to bring every work into 
judgment , with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. 


